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REMARKS j 

I 

Claims 21-23 are rejected, under 35 U.S.C- § 102, as being anticipated in view of 
WO-2001 58687 (Okabe '079 isjrelled on as the English translatijsn of WO 2001 58687) while 
claims 16-20 are rejected, underiss U.S.C. §§ 102(e) and 103(a)i as being unpatentable over 
Okabe *079. The Applicant acknowledges and respectfully [traverses all of the raised 
anticipatory and obviousness rejections in view of the following remarks, 

Okabe '079 relates to a ^olyolefin composite laminate made up of a number of different 
layers. In view of the disclosure bf this reference, It appears as thbugh the composite laminate 
is made of a layer of expanded Ipolyolefin 11 . A layer of low density polyethylene film 14 is ^JJ 
placed upon each face of the polyolefin layer. Finally, a layer of p<j>lyoIefin resin 1 5 is stretched ^ 
over each of the layers of the polyethelene film 14. After the laminate is assembled, it is 
typically hand pressed, at a temperature of 125 degrees Celsius! for a few minutes and then 
cooled with water In a water-presjs (see paragraph [01 98]). It wouldi appear to the Applicant that 
the laminate is compressed, at ai temperature of 125 degrees CelSsius, in order to melt the low 
density polyethylene 14 to adhere the first polyolefin layer 1 1 to trie two outer polyolefin layers o 
15. It is respectfully submitted that this reference does not. in fatct, teach the laminate being 
subjected to a temperature that Would melt the central polyolefin layer 14 to deform the faces 
of the polyolefin layer 14. j 

As presently claimed, the first and the second faces of the core are deformed during 
compression of the laminate. I In order for this to occur, the [core must be heated to a 
temperature higher than its soffening temperature such that the first and second faces will 
deform and/or somewhat flatten| in order provide an increased siirface area which fadlltates 
better adhesion of the core to t^e first and the second skins. 17ie Applicant believes these 
claims structural differences arjs no where taught, disclosed dr suggested in the applied 
reference of WO 2001 58687 and/or Okabe '079. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that 
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the presently pending claims are allowable over the art of recordlin this application, including 

i 

the applied art of WO 2001 S8687 and/or Okabe ^079. 

I 

In order to emphasize the above noted distinctions between the presently claimed 
Invention and the applied art, tfte independent claim 16 of this {application now recites the 

features of " the first side and th0 second side of the core (34) of honeycomb cellular material 

i I 
being distorted upon unifomn conhpression of the oomoosite sheet hiateriar . while independent 

claim 21 now recites the featurd of "the first side and the second side of the core M2. 34^ of 

honeycomb celiuiar m aterial being defonned" and new independent claim 26 recites the 

features of "the core (34) of honeycomb cellular material compjising a plurality of adjacent 

tubes extending from the first s\d^ to the second side . . . opposed lends of the plurality of tubes 

on the first side and the second side of the core (34) of honeycomb cellular material being 

distorted upon uniform compression of the composite sheet matbrial , such that the distorted 

i ! 

opposed ends of the tubes onithe first side and the second side of the_Qpre provide an 

i 

increased surface area for contaict with the first skin and the secdnd skin >" Such features are 
believed to cleariy and patentablV distinguish the presently claim^ invention from all of the art 
of record, including the applied $rt. Support for the above entered claim amendments can be 
found in paragraph [033] of the briginally filed specrfication and the originally filed drawings. 
If any further amendment to this application is belfeyed necessary to advance 

prosecution and place this case in allowable form, the Examiner is courteously solicited to 

. ■ 1 

contact the undersigned representative of the Applicant to discu^ the same. 

In view of the above amerndments and remarks, It is respedtfulJy submitted that all of the 

I 

: I 

raised rejection(s) should be v^thdrawn at this time. If the Ejcaminer disagrees with the 
Applicant's view conceming the withdrawal of the outstanding reje|:jtion(s) or applicability of the 
WO 2001 58687 and/or Okab^ '079 references, the Applicant respectfully requests the 
Examiner to indicate the specifi)D passage or passages, or the drawing or drawings, which 
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contain ttie necessary teaching, {suggestion and/or disclosure rec^ulred by case law. As such 
teaching, suggestion and/or disblosure is not present in the applied references, the raised 

rejection should be withdrawn at this time. Alternatively, if the EJcaminer is relying on his/her 

i 

expertise in this field, the Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to enter an affidavit 

• \ 

: i 

substantiating the Examiner's position so that suitable contradict|ry evidence can be entered 
in ^is case by the Applicant. | 

j ! 

In view of the foregoing, lit is respectfully submitted that tipe raised rejection(s) should 

i 

be withdrawn and this application is now placed in a condition for allowance. Action to that end, 
in the form of an early Notice of ^Itowance, is courteously solicited! by the Applicant at this time. 

The Applicant respectfully requests that any outstanding oli)jection(s) or requirement(s), 
as to the form of this application, be held in abeyance until allowable subject matter is indicated 
for this case. i 

; I 

In the event that there arie any fee deficiencies or additioijial fees are payable, please 
charge the same or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Accoijint (Account No. 04-0213). 
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